COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES FOR CHANGE AND DEVELOPMENT

AGR COMM 650 Spring U G 5 Call # 20395-2 

MW: 10:00 - 12:18 p.m., Room: AS 0202

Instructor: Dr. Robert Agunga

Office: 203 Ag Admin. Building

Contact: Email: Agunga. 1@osu.edu: Tel.: 292-8751/6321

Office Hours: TR, 10:00-11:30 a.m., walk-in hours or by appointment

A. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the process of social change in developing countries from a communication perspective. Communication is seen as the vehicle for facilitating holistic development. Students will examine poverty as the central development problem, the role 

of international aid in poverty reduction, and the need for communication strategists in development campaigns. To encourage active student involvement the course takes a seminar format. Students are encouraged to apply course content to their own areas of research interests. Prereq: Junior standing or written permission from instructor.
B. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES


At the end of the course, the student will:

1. Become familiar with problems and issues in the developing world.


2.
Understand the relationship between developing and developed nations.


3.
Develop an appreciation for the role of communication in development.


4.
Acquire basic communication skills for development problem solving.


5.
Gain cross-cultural experience through group activities.

B.
Required Reading: Course packet, available at OSU UniPrint. 

C.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS


1.
Term Paper & Presentation [200, paper + 50, presentation]
250 pts 


2.
Final Exam
200 pts 


3.
Mid-term exam
200 pts


4.
Group Project (Report, 100 pts & Presentation, 50 pts]
150 pts


5. 
Two article summaries (50 pts each)
100 pts


6.
Attendance and participation
50 pts


7.
Article to share
50 pts


Total 
1000 pts

D.
GRADE DISTRIBUTION


1.
A
=
930 
- 
1000

7.
C
=
730
-
769


2.
A-
=
900
-
929

8.
C-
=
700
-
729


3.
B+
=
870 
- 
899

9.
D+
=
670
-
699


4.
B
=
830 
- 
869  

10. 
D
=
620 
- 
669



5.
B-
=
800 
- 
829

11.
E
=  
619  & below


6.
C+
=
770
-
799

E.
COURSE SCHEDULE


Week 1
Mar. 26
M
Getting acquainted and reviewing the syllabus.



Mar. 28
W
Course overview and discussion of assignments.


Week 2
April 2
M
Understanding the Developing World.



April 4
W
Development problems and issues examined.




Readings: Complete Section A by April 4.


Week 3
April 9
M
Development aid in historical perspective. 



April 11
W
Problems and issues with development aid.


Week 4
April 16
M
Theories of development from a communication perspective.



April 18
W
Towards a new meaning of development.





Readings: Complete Section B by April 18.


Week 5
April 23
M
 Globalization, the information revolution and nationalism.


April 25
W
 Mid-term Exam; Review of group and individual projects.


Week 6
April 30
M
A critical assessment of information and communication 





technologies in development: 


May 2
W
Achieving the United Nations Millennium Goals.





Readings: Complete Section C by May 2.


Week 7
May 7 
M
The meaning of communication for development.


May 9
W
 In search of an academy and profession of communication 



for development: Implications of the World Congress on 
Communication for Development.


Week 8
May 14
M
Communication for development: Case studies.


May 16
W
Communication as empowerment.







Readings: Complete Section D by May 16.


Week 9
May 21
M
Making research presentations.



May 23
W
Group project presentations.


Week 10
May 28
M
Memorial Day: No Classes.


May 30
W
Research Paper Presentations.


Week 11
June 4 - 8
M – F. Exams Week


Final Exam for this course: Wednesday, June 6, 9:30 – 11:18 a.m. in Room AS 202.

F.
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS

1.
Attendance:


Regular attendance is required. Excused absences for university business and medical 


reasons are accepted, however, documentation must be provided. Students experiencing serious illnesses or family emergencies should speak with the professor. First missed class without permission will cost you 20 pts and 30 pts for each absence thereafter. Anyone missing the equivalent of two weeks of classes, that is, four periods or more will automatically fail the course. Persistent lateness is unacceptable.

2.
Mid-Term & Final Exams:


These exams will be offered on the dates specified in the syllabus. If you are late for an exam you will not be given extra time. If you arrive late, after some people have completed the exam and left, you will not be allowed to take the exam. Both exams will cover the readings and lectures. Details of the exams will be discussed in class.

3.
Group Project:


There will be small group projects focusing on international activities in the Greater Columbus area. For example, a group project could be a description of the International Heifer Program or the Ohio LEAD Program. Other projects include the Columbus Chapter of the United Nations and international projects at High Schools. The group will submit a 3-5-page report and then, make a 10-minute presentation on the topic. Due date: May 23.

4.
Term Paper:


There term paper measures students’ ability to express themselves eloquently on a topic of interest. The topic must be thoroughly researched and sources cited. Overall, graduate students are expected to produce more lengthy and thoroughly researched papers than undergraduate students. Papers must be submitted in electronic and hard copies. Details of the paper will be discussed in class. Due date: May 30.

5. 
Article to Share Assignment:



This assignment requires students to look out for current and interesting publications or 


television documentaries on development issues. You will find one such 


article/documentary, read/review and write a one-page summary of it. You will submit the summary and copy of the article/documentary to the instructor. You will also have 5 minutes to present it to the class as a news item. You will let the instructor know, at least a week in advance when you want to present. You must make your presentation by Week 8. Due Date: No later than May 16.

6.
Two Article Summaries: 


To demonstrate your understanding of the readings, each student will write two summaries on two of the readings. An article selected for summary must be 10 pages or more. Each summary will be no more than two pages, double-spaced and typed. 


Due dates: 
First summary, chosen from readings in Sections A and B, is due no later than April 18. The second summary, chosen from Sec. C and D,  is due no later than May 16.

G.
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT: 


Academic misconduct of any kind will not be tolerated. If students have questions about


what activities constitute academic misconduct and what procedures are followed, they


should consult with the instructor.  Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 (February 1992) will be 


followed in cases of academic misconduct:  "Instructors shall report all instances of alleged 


academic misconduct to the committee."

H.
TRANSPARENT GRADING SYSTEM:
Instructor will ensure transparency of the grading system by providing a rubric for each assignment indicating what is expected and how the assignment will be graded. In general, all written assignments must be typed and double-spaced, using 11 or 12 point type. Work must be original. Attention should be paid to both form (grammar, spelling, punctuation, appearance) and content (clarity, organization, relevance).
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